











Chinefe Ch/7'0710logy.

reckoned that, wherein his PredeceflTor died, it is placing two Years In

one Chineji
Kmperor ends his Reign, Is wholly attributed to him, though he died
Month

only from the Beginning of the enfuing Year. Yet this Cuftom, tho’
very common, Is not fo univerfal, but that fome Emperors have de-
rogated from it. Tht'Tartarian Tchang hoang”™i. Founder
of the Dynafty now reigning, caufed the Year, wherein Hoal Tfovg
had murdered himfelf, to be taken for the firft Year of his Reign,
which was the feventeenth and laft of thls laft Emperor of the Mum.

1 t

If, according to Cuftom, "~ Tfo

diftinguithed from the firll: of Tchang hoang Ti, It would be making
two Years of one, which would confound Time. Refume the Cycle,

apply It to the Years of the Emperors, and thgfe Errors wiIIMAappear

( ) Xfo

Reign, was likewife called Kia Chin: therefore they are the fame Year.
Miftake
fhould be corredted.

Under the (‘'zg) Tven thofe occidental Tartars, whofe Domination
over China began in the Year 1280, and ended Iin 1368, the Emperor
JVen Tfong died In 1333 : Ning Tfong hisSuccefibr reigned but fome few
Months, and Chun Ti1, who fucceeded Ning Tfong, mounted the Throne
towards the End of the fame Year. Three Years may be eafily made
of this one, In order to place the three Princes juft named. But

Mift:ake The
Deaths of the two firft Emperors, and the Acceffion of the third to
the Throne, are three Incidents, which Hiftory refers to the Year of
the Cycle named (24) ™~ el yeou. And this Charadteriftic Name Is a
Link that binds them all together, fo that it is no longer poiTibleto
I'eparate them.

Another Property of this new Table, no lefs remarkable or ufeful
than the foregoing iIs, that It lays before the Eye all the Names of
the particular Epoques aflumed by the Emperors of China for near
2000 Years. For Han tiou Ti, the firft who took this fort of Epoque,

before Jefus Chrijl

No body, to the beft of our Knowledge, has givien Europe a fuiR-
cient Account of the Nature of thefe Epoques, though th«y are very
well worth explaining. The Emperors of China have a particular
Cuftom, little known In which, If Care be not taken, would
Infallibly fpread Darknefs and Confufion over Chronology and Hilto-
ry. It isnot allowed to pronounce the proper Name of any Emperor
during his Life, which I1s looked on In fome Meafure as ineffable.
This Refpea continues even after their Deaths *¥ for then It Is not by
their proper Names they are mentioned, but are confecrated fif we

may ufe the Term) by a Surname, which is a fort of Character of
r 2 Canonl'
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Canonization. And under this Title are they received into the Burv-
Ing-place of their Anceftors, and afterwards ranked in Hiftory. But
INn their Life-time, to tupply the Name that dare not be pronounced
they themfelves, In Imitation of Han uou already mentioned*
choofe and determine a Term that ferves for an Epoque to the Inci-
dents of their Reign. This Term we call Epoque, becaufe it iIs from
It the Years of Emperors are reckoned, and to It Is referred every
thing that falls out during thefe Years. Examples will make thefe
Things eafy to comprehend. The famous Emperor who died Dec.
20, 1722, after a Reign of 61 Years, had the Letter (25) Hiuen
for his proper Name. During his Reign, this l.etter was not to be
put into any publick Memorial, Book or Writing. The Letter
(23] 2'uen was fubilituted in its Room, becaufe it would be a kind of
Prophanation to employ for common Ufe the Name of a Prince,
who niled himfelf (25) Son of Heaven. After his Death his 4th Son,
who fucceeded him, gave him for Title of Canonization, the glorious
Surname of (27) Ching Tfoti gin hoang Ti ¥ as much as to lay, the
holy Ancejlor, the auguft™ good and tnerciful Emperor *. It Is under
this Surname that he has been iInterred among his Anceftors, and It IS
under the fame that Hiftory will make mention of him for the fu-
ture. Upon his afcending tite Throne after a Father who had conquer-
ed China, he aflumed for the Epoque of his Years the two Letters
Kang hi, the Senfe whereof I1s Solid Peace, or lafling and glorious
Tranquillity. Thus becaufe In the f 38th Year of his Reign he con-
guered by his Generals a Prince of Tartary named Kaldan, this Vic-
tory is fiiid to be gained the 38th Year of Kang hi, or of the lajling
and glorious Tranquillity.

The Letters (28~ Tn Tchin compofe the Name of his 4th Son,
who now reigns ; wherefore the Ufe of thefe Letters i1s and will be
prohibited until a new Government. As to the Title of Canonization,
by which this Prince Is to be recorded in Hiftory, 1t will not be
given him till after his Death. But upon his AcceiTion to the Crown,
as he had a great Number of Brotiiers and Nephews, he took for
Epoque of his Years the two Letters (29 ) Tong Tching, which fig-
nitie Z)im/7 Concord-, to give to underftand, that If his Brothers and
Nephews pay him the Refped and Submiflion they owe him, he
v/ould treat them with Kindnefs. The Emprefs his Mother died
fome few Months after he began his Reign ; fo the Death of this
Princefs will be marked in Hiftory in the firft Year of 2'ong Tching,

or of the DireB Concord. Thus will all other Incidents be fixed by
the

. Tois Charailer Gin, which | have tranjlatel gracious and merciful, ftgnijies Cha-
rity . It aijo expnjjes fometitnes tiie ConjuniVion of all Virtues: And 1t mny ttur t a

Senfe here. .
The CharaHer Hoang (27 *) when analyfed, Is found to be cotnpojed of 1 le,

ftoaifies oi himfelf, /iWWang, which trnnJJated is Reigning.
N1 In the thirty-fifth.
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the Years of the Direct Concord in wliich they wi]] happen. It iIs
plain from thefe Examples, that the Names of Emperors, and the
Names of their Epoques are eflentially different, and that thofe of
the Epoques comprehend very inftruilive Meanings, the underiland-
Ing which muft be of great Service to the clearing up of Hiilory.
But there 1s great Danger left the Name of an Epoque be made the
Name of an Emperor, which would double the Number of Em-
perors, fuppofing even that each of them had taken but one Epoque
during his Reign. No European Writer, that we know, has faith-
fully given them all : But this Table prefents us with an exa¢t and
entire Series of them. And yetitisa thing much to be wifhed for,
to have a faithful Explanation of them ¢ a Work which would engage
one In a Review of the whole Hiftory, but will be undertaken never-
thelefs, 1f we find room to hope, that it will not be difagreeable to
the Learned. The Inconveniency Is, that a great Number of Em-
perors have often changed thefe Names of Epoques. This In-
conveniency Is not found In the Dynafty now reigning but in
the more ancient it is a very common Diforder. Han uou 77,
who firft introduced the Ufe of Epoques, aflumed, during his 54
Years Reign, to the Number of 11 very different Epoques. Several
others have followed his Example, which cannot but caufe a great
deal of Confufion in Hiflory, 1f one happened to imagine, as It IS
natural enough to do, that thefe Names of Epoques are the Names
of fo many Emperors. It was of Importance to clear up thefe
Things thoroughly ; this the Table does: And to avoid Miilake,
Care has been taken to have the Emperors Names or Titles engraved
In large Charaflers, and thofe of the Epoques In fmall Letters.
Moreover, when an Emperor, not content with one Epoque, has taken
feveral. Notice Isgiven of It by a Star placed on one Side of the firft.
In fhort, to leave nothing conjetural, as often as a Reader con-
fidering this Table, 1liall find two feparate Ranks of Figures oppo-
fite to one another In a Series of feveral Lodges, denoting different
Numbers, he iIs to remember, that thefe Figures mark the Years of
Emperors of two Families, which difpute the Empire, one of which
being foon to perifli, will give room to the other to afcend the Throne.
T he Column found under the Title Koue., that Is to fay, I1he three
Kiugdo7ns, is an Example hereof. This Title of three Kingdoms de-
notes the Time when China was divided into three diifertnt Parts *
and the Column, on the Top of which Is found that l'itle, In the
Order of the Dynafties Is the twelfth, reckoning from the firft at the
Reader’s right Hand inclufively. We
by the Emperor Ming Ti, of
the Family called Guel, anfwers to the fifth Year of the Epoque Kien
hing aflumed by Heou'Tchu™ Emperor of the Han"s: The fecond
Year of the Epoque Tal ho anfwers to the fixth of the Epoque Kien

hing, and fo of the reft that ibllovw. The Re.ifon Is, that the Em-
pire
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W The Guel'™
were getting the upper Hand, and the Han’s very near their Ruin,

As to a great Number of 1Jodges that have but one or two Fi-
gures, without any Account of Hiftory, they are unpleafing Bhinivs
wiilich however the Chinefe matter not, fatisfied to have an exaol Se-
ries of their Emperors Years In thefe | odges. But fuch Blanks may
be filled by inferring fomc confiderable Incidents of Hidory, as fome
few have already been In the Latul Edition, viz. the building of the
great Wall, the burning of the Books, the Chriftian Aira, the In-
trodu(dlon of the Chriftian Religion into China, the Appearance of
a Star feen In the Heavens upwards of 70 Days *, the true Year In
which our Saviour was born, 1”°c. If this Addition pleafe the Learn-
ed, 1t will be no difficult Matter to add feveral other Incidents un-
known In Europe.

The principal Advantage of this Table 1Is, that conformably with
the moit valued Hittory, It fixes the true Epoque of the Chinefe
Empire to four Centuries or thereabouts befbre,the Birth of our Sa-
viour. By the true E,poque of the Empire underitand not the Begin-
nings of the Nation, whicii Is credible (as we have remarked be-
fore ) remount to the next Ages after the Deluge ; but the Beginning
of the Monarchy, which iIs the I'ime, when the Incidents that hap-
pened In this Nation, appearing grounded on ccrtain Proofs, deferve
the Credit of learned Men. This important Point once cleared up,
ought to put an End to the Difputes of the Learned on the fabulous

Antiquity of China.

Sorme Armend. [1l. Whereas there 1s fome Difference betwixt the Accounts of the
vients and Ad- D€pth of the I'hings found; that In the letter, 6VJ? 5, accounting

ditum tothe It to be about 8 or 10 Foot, and that In the Letter, Se”™. 4. to be
Account <&/ j 2 or 14 Foot deep ; the Reader may pleafe to untleriland, that the

thingsfount was not mcafured, but conjectured, and accounted for accord-
%JnndLeirnCCSgi)rl]md Relator’s beit Remcmbrancc. ‘'lI'liat which makes the
ilire. /- the Depth the greater being that of SeFl. 4. (firll placed, but laft writ)
Tranfn¢l. was writ upon Information fb |
219. 1 lived near the Place, and viewed it often. But the Difference may
Ralph Tho-

‘esby. E R. 5. eafily be accommodated or falved, Dby luppollng ' which will not be
377 o far froni 'Fruth ) that when the Labourers or Dikers firft difcovered
344+ and encountered the Jetties and other Things there found, It migiic
be about the Depth of 8 or lo Foot ¢ but the Bottom of them, when
they came to be all taken up, iInight be at the Depth of auOjt 12 ol
14 Foot, as In the other Relation.
Take notice alfo, concerning what laid/1?”7. 1159-

fome very judicious Perfons fay, that the Stones which the
faw at the Botton of Harnmon Heck, were fuch as the Dikers hac Ir

iIrown out, ( when they were taking up the old Goat) anc were

I
* 7ke Chinefe>] «/ thh Star, that it was a Sign of Remzcal In tie IVor'I
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