








the Concern King Jamas had in this Aiidir, v/as his fending a Plant to 
x\\t Royal Societŷ  which hiflluntfm an rccommendcd as an excellent 
Remtdy for the Bite of a mad D o g ; and it feems to me very likely, 
that the Huntfman migiit have nict with this Story in Grcŷ  and told it 
to his Mafter, and this he might tell to Sir R. M, and it may be, the 
Man, to fet out the Virtues o f  the Medicine the more, might tell the 
Duke, th:\t feveral o f  his ov/n Hounds were cured by it, whether it 
were really fo or not. None of thefc Snppofuions are impoffible, nor, 
in my poor Judgment, very improbable.

T o  make this dark Affair appear in a fiill dearer Light, let me defire 
you to compnre and confider ihe following Extrafls. In a Letter ro 
M r Ray from M r Aubry  ̂ publiiied by Mr Derham, and dated Aug, 5,
1691, there is this Paragraph, />. 250. King^ú/m  fent by S ir ------

Garden (I fuppofe it fiiould have been Gcurdcn) to the Royal Societyy 
a Plant called Star of the Earthy with the Reccipt made of it, to 
cure the Bite o f  a mad Dog, which is in TranfaSliotts  ̂ 187.*’

This refers to a Receipt communicated by Sir i?. Gourdon̂  by his Ma- 
jeity*s Command^ and in which there is Mention o f  the Star of the 
Earthy and to which this A'". B, is added, The Plant-in this Receipt,
“  and which is the chief Ingredient, is known among Botanifts by the 
“  Name of Sefamoidcs Salamanticum of ParkinfoHy or Lychnis vifcofâ

O Í Battbine  ̂ Anglicc Spanifl? Calch-fiy. It grows plentifully about 
Thetfcrd  ̂ &c. Vide Rati Cat. PL Avgl. Hift, PL Tom. 2̂ ®, inter 
Lychnides.'*' This feems grounded upon what M r Ray was afterwards 

perfuaded to be a Miftake.
The next T hing  I fhall beg your Attention to, is a Letter from Sir 

Ha7zs SloanCy to Mr Ray \ prior indeed in T im e to the former, being 
dated 7*̂ ^̂  1687, in thefe Words: “ Sir, I fend you inclofed the
“  Specimen o f  a Plant growing on New-tnarket Heathy and in Surreŷ
“  known by the Name o f  the Star of the Earth in thofe Parts. It is 
“  particularly taken Notice o f  on the Account o f  it’s extraordinary and 

admirable Virtue, in curing the biting of mad Dogs, either in Btafts 
or Men. One o f  his Majefty’s Huntfmen having proved it a great 
many Times, gave the King his W ay  o f  ufing it, which was an 
Infufion in W ine with Treacle, and one or two more Simples. His 
Majeily was pleafed to communicate it to Grefham Collegê  to the 

“  Royal Society; and no-body knowing the Plant by that Name, fome 
there prefent confirming it’s Ufe in fome Parts o f  England \x\ that 

“  Difeafe, the Herb being as little known here as if it came from the 
“  Indies  ̂ I told the Society, I would let you have the beft Specimen 
“  o f  it, which I queftion not is known to you. I f  you pleafe to give your 
“  Sentiments, you will extremely oblige, T o  this M r Ray re­
turned the following Anfwer: “  Sir, I received your Letter with the 
“  Specimen inclofed, which feems to me to be the Sefanwides Salaman  ̂

ticum Magnum o f  Clufius  ̂ or Lychnis vifc. & c, of Bauhine  ̂ which 1 
have obferved to grow plentifully upon New-market Heathy I
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8 ,6  fthé V irtud o f  Coronopus, fo r  the B ite  oj a mad Dog.
“  w o n d e r  it fliould have fuch a Virtue as you mention, but it icems it 
“  is well attefted. Dr Hulfe writes to nie,*he finds it in Grcy'% Farrier.» 
This ieems pretty evidently, to refer to the fame Plant mentioned by 
Jubry, and this furely was the Plant, that not being well dried and prc- 
ierved’, the Society could not tell what to make of, and which M r Ray 
Jound’ to be thtSefamoides, which he then thought was the Plant that 
Crey calicd the Star of the Earth ; but upon further Conlidcration, he

nbfolute Certainty, o f  this latter Opinion *, for the Sefamoides was a 
Plant ÍÜ little known in Grefs Time, chat the Botanifts who were con­
temporary with him, cook it for a Plant that was wholly a Stranger in 
England, may be feen in Johnfon upon Gerard and in Parkhifon  ̂ and 
the Manner of giving it, as directed by Greŷ  viz, firft three, then 
five, and then feven Plants, Roots and all, fpeaks it to be a fmall Merb, 
fuch as is ú\̂  Coronopuŝ  and not fuch a large one, with a big, fticky or 
woody Root, as ú\t Sefamoides, This I am very lure of, thac in Nor­
folk  ̂ my native Country, (and which, if I millake nor, was Greyes alfo) 
ú\t Coronopus is called the Star of the Earth (and among other Names 

I given it by Bodon¿euŝ  this ot Stellaria, and Stella T‘crr¿€̂  is one, />. 95^
of the Engliflj Tranflation ; and he defcribes ic as lying I'pread upon the 
Ground like a Star; and Gerard gives the fame Defcripcion o f  it_5 and 
ParkÍ7ifon, \n\\\% Theatrum̂  yet more fully, p. 501, viz. that the Leaves 
lie round about the Root in Order one by another, thereby refembling 
'he Form of a Star, and cherefore called Herba Stella \ by which Name, 
among others, ic is called by Cafalpiniis  ̂ Lobel, & c. Hut whoever 
met with the Name Stellaria  ̂ or Stella '̂errâ  among the Synonynm of 
the Sefamoides in any Botanick Writer before Mr liay  ̂ who afterwards 
retraced it,, as has been fully proved ?) In that Parc o f  Norfolk where 
i^was born, not far from Norwich  ̂ towards the Sea-Coail, where the 
BiukS'horn Plantain grows abundantly, there was great Ufe made of it 
when I was but a Lad, and always with good Succefs, fo far as ever I 
could hear. One Story I can tell of my own Knowledge, which may 
leem too trifling to mention, were it not to fliew the lifficacy o f  tlie 
Simple. About 40 Years ago, when I lived at a Place called T)ebcn̂  

I ĥ y% in Suffolk̂  a Perfon unknown to me, having heard that I knew an
Herb that was good againft the Bite o f  a mad Dog, fent to delire á

Diredions how to ufe i f ,  and fome T im e  after I 
nad half a Dozen fine Chickens brought me, I aiked whence they
f f . V  T ^^/wered from fuch a one (the Name I have now forgot). 
I faid I did not know him : T o  which the Reply was, I 'hat it was the 

an to w om I had fent the Vlantain  ̂ whici had íaved the Lives of 
half a dozen Hogs of his, thac had been bitten by am ad D og  v and

 ̂ could do, was to fend me half a dozen Chickens
as a xoken of his Gratitude. After all, I wiU noc be pofitivc,. chat the

LychniSy
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^he Virtues o f  Coronopus, fo r  the B ite o f a mad Dog. ¿37
Lychnis  ̂ or Catch-fly  ̂ is not good contra morfum Cants rabidi \ but I am 
confident that it is not the triie Star of the Earth.

You fee I have taken a good deal o f  Pains to trace this Matter 
through all it’s intricate Meanders. I have been forced, indeed, to deal 
pretty much in GuelTes and Conjeótures, which I am not very fond o f ;  
but as the Cafe ftandsj it could not well be avoided; And I ihall be 
glad, ii' by this Means' we may be got (as I hope we are) near the 
'i'ruch, which is the Thing I aim at in this long Purfuit; and I have 
rode more than 50 Miles in this wet Winter Seafon, ( t h o u g h Sep­
tuagenarius) in order to difentangle it from the Confufion and Contra­
diction in which it has been involved. If any Donbc fhould be made- 
with refpeft to my Integrity, or Exadnefs in the Extraft I have given 
you from M r Ray ŝ Letter, the Original is ftill in Being, and ihall be 
produced, if defired.

A s  for the Liverwort^ I can fay nothing from my own Knowledge;- 
but by the Account of it’s Virtues given by Dan pier̂  (which he took 
lor a Kind of Jevfs-¥.ar^ but which Sir Hans Sloane with great Reafon 
affirmed to be the lAchen cinereus terrejlris) I cannot doubt but it is 
a potent Remedy, o f  which 1 prefume there may have been feveral fuc- 
ccfsful Experiments made, fince thofe made by Dampier*sUnck^ which 
af'e very confiderable. And it may be King James might have fome o f  
his Hounds cured by this Lichen  ̂ after he came to the Crown, and* 
might then fend a Specimcn thereof alfo to-the Society.

P. S. A  Friend of mine lately informed me, that there was a won­
derful Cure performed upon a Woman in this Country, feveral Years 
ago, who had been bitten by a mad Dog, and in whom the evident 
Symptoms of the Hydrophobia appeared, who yet was faved, by God"s‘
BleiTing, u p o ii  the Ufe o f  a Powder given by the Direilion of the 
Lady Brook (a Perfon o f  Eminence formerly in Suffolk). It feems the 
Powder went by the Name of Lady RrookV Powder, and was ge­
nerally fuppofed to be chiefly, if  not only, the Ccroyiopus dried and 
pulverized : And I muft own, that 1 have at prcfent iiich an Opinion 
of the great Virtue of this Simple, thaf till I have feme convincing^
Evidence of it’s having iailed, lean  fcarce avoid looking upon it as a 
Specifick contra morfum cants rabidt; and 1 heartily wifh, for the Sake 
oi' fuch as fliall at any Time happen to fall under fo terrible a Mi^ior-
tune, that it may be proved by Experience io to be,.

X X I .  From my Childhood, till within about 12 Years paft, I uftd, Somt 
almoft conftantly, upon taking Cold, to be kized inimediately with ‘J ”' 
an Inflanimation in the Throat, attended with great Swelling, Throb- ov/, of 
bing, and Sorenefs : And notwithftanding Bleeding and Purging, toge- hladC.urrants,. 
ther with the Afliftance o f  Gargles, Linilus’s, and all the other Me- 
thods generally made ufc of in fuch Cafes, it moil commonly- would Á"
take it's Courfe i that is, in about a W cd c or lo  Days Tim e, it Her.ry iaker,

would



j, « ■QI;p>f<vfítions w? the Virtue o f C e l l )  o f B lack Curranti,

V n s Ko would fuppurate and break, a confiderable Qiiantity ot fetid Matter
4CQ. /  6;;. would be dilcliargcd, and then 1 ibon recovered. During it’s Conti-
Jao.is’f.174'- nuance, I was unable to Iwaliow any Thing but warm Liquids, und

even thole not without much Difficulty and Pain ; but upon it’s break-
inof, I found immediate Lafe.

\ h i s  Dilbrdcr attacking me 5 or 6 Time*! a Year, and fometimes 
oftncr, afforded bi’t too frequent Opportoniti'.s o f  experiencing, that

'  . . » ^ \ I I I  I

Affiftance only of warm Broths and Gruels.
But, about 12 Years ago, I became acquainted with a learned and 

ingenious Clergyman, the Rev. Mr Wafbhurm, Vicar o f  Edmonton, 
and one of the Canons of St PimPs who told me, that from many 
Experiments on himiclf and others, fcarce ever failing o f  Sucrefs, he 
could almoft affure me of a certain Cure, if, as foon as ever I flwuld 
perceive an y  Swelling orSorenels in the Throat begin, 1 would fwallow, 
leifurely, a.fmall Quantity of the Juice of black Currants* made into 
a Geliy •, or, if the Geliy could not be got, a Decoction o f  the Leaves 
in Milk, or even of the Bark (if it iliould happen in Winter) ufed by 
the Way of Gargle, would prove, he faid, a Specifick for all inflam­
matory Diforders of the Throat.

Though I had no great Faith, I refolved to try this eafy Remedy; 
And, as foon as black Currants could be got, caufed aQ^iantity o f  their 
'Geliy to be made; Nor was an Occafion of trying it long wanting, 
when, to my great Surprize and Joy, I found it’s Lffed; beyond any 
Thing I could imagine; for in 2 or 3 Hours the Inflammation and 
Swelling entirely vaniflied, and my Throat remained as eafy as i f  nothing 
at all had happened.

From that Time till very lately, for a dozen Years together, this 
Medicine has never failed me once: But has, on numberlefs Trials, 
taken away this Diforder from me in a few Hours. It has likewife had 

j  the fame good EfFcA on many of my Friends, to whom I have at dif­
ferent Times recommended it, fo that feveral o f  them are never now 
without it in their Houfcs. *

•? Rail P¡ant. V o l .  I I .  p. i4 8 6 .  Sq u i n a n c y  Be r r i z s : Angina
uttles ibaccai] ejft notr.tn Anglkum arguit.

Dale in Pharuiacologia/za in 4/0, ^  293, ( a it)  R ib tt nigra in anjrina cov.mtndatur. 
John Aubrey, Efq; F. R .  S. in his Mifcellanies, printed at London, 1 7 2 1 ,  in 8vo, 

P E  “  Gentlewoman had her fare T h ro at  curcd by  a Pultefs o f  ¿>/ut Curranti. 
T h e  Efficacy o f  the G eliy  o f  black Currants, in curing fore Throats ,  has been long 

k n o w n  among feveral good W om en, who give aw ay Medicines in the C o u n try  ; yet  it 
l a s  ^ e n  hitherto fo overlooked by Phyficianf, a> not to be ordered to be k e p t  in the 

pot ecaries o p s , and even the Rob or G c l ly  of  E ldtr-birrits, w h ich  comes up to this
n e x t  V i r f n / »  !. t .. . I • *xt in Virtue, although ordered, is kept but in few Shops. C  M .

the Syrup or G e l iy  o f  b lack  Currants, for Ir.flammations 
^ j h e  T h ro a t ,  g ^ d  Sacccfs. M oft  o f  the Apothecaries in C kdfiy  k ee p  it  in their

But
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But a Difappoinment I lately imagined I had met with from this 
Medicine, is the Reafon o f  my laying before you the following Faft.

Upon taking Cold, about ten Weeks ago, I was feizcd with an In­
flammation in my Throat, attended with Sorcnefs, and throbbing Pain ; 
on which I applied to my old Remedy, but without the ufual Succefs j 
for though I took it feveral Times a Day, for 2 or 3 Days together, 
the Diforder grew continually worfe, and the left Side o f  my Throat 
was fo violently inflamed and painful, and fwellcd to fuch a Degree, 
that I was not abie to fwallow even Liquids without Abundance o f  
Trouble. In (hort, ic exaélly refembled the fore I'hroats I ufed to be 
aííliíted with before my Knowledge of this Medicine j and therefore I 
gave it up to take the fame Courfe it was accuftomed to do formerly.

After about a W eek, when I had good Reafon to believe there was 
a confiderable Colicftion o f  Matter, and I expefted it every Hour to- 
break, I v/as called by Bufinefs to a Relation’s Houfe at Tottenham  ̂ in 
Middlefepc\ where, being fcarce able to get down a fingie Diih o f  Tea^ 
my Friends (who have been long acquainted with the Virtues o f  black 
Currant Geliy) inquired wherefore I had not applied to my ufual Re­
medy : I told them that I had, but to no Purpofe at all ; which I 
knew r.ot how to account for, unlefs, mine being above two Years old»- 
Tim e had deftroyed it̂ s Virtue. They faid they had lately made fome; 
and immediately fetched a Glafs o f  it, which they perfuaded me to 
make ufe of.— I took 3 or 4  Spoonfuls of it, rather through Civility, 
than from any Hope of  it*s doing Good, at a Time when l  every M o­
ment expciicd and wiflied it to break.

In about an Hour’s Time, as I fat by the Fire-Side, ¡ perceived a 
Sort o f  difagreeable putrid Smell, which I did not mind at firil, fup- 
pofing it fomething accidental: But, finding a Continuance or rather an 
Xncrcafe o f  it, I began ro examine what it might be owing to-, and 
was convinced^ after I had changed my Place, that it proceeded from 
myfelf, and was really the Smell o f  my own Perfpiration, which I |'
found fo much increafed, as to become almoft a Sweat. A t  tiie fame 
Time, fancying my Throat a little eafier, I took fome more of the 
Geliy.

I came to TffHerihcm about 5 in the Afternoon, and began with the 
Gtlly about 6. A t  Supper I with fome Difficulty got down a little ,
G r u c l a n d  when I v^nt to Bed, drank fome Linfecd-Tea, iweetened 
with Syrup of Mulberries, I foon got to fleep ; but, w':iking after fome 
.Hours, found myfelf in a gentle breathing Sweat, attended with the 
lame unpleafant putrid Smdl. The Swelling in my Throat was, how­
ever, fenfibly diminiihed, and the Sorenefs much abated : A t  which 
being rejoiced, I took a Mouthful o f  the Gclly that flood by my Bed- 
fide, and compofed myfelf to ileep again. A  gentle Sweat' continued 
during the whole N ig h t ; and, in the Morning, the Swelling, to my 
-great Amazement, was quite reduced, and the Sorenefs fo inccnfidet- 
riule, that about 10 I eat fame Toaft with Chocolate, and by Dinner- ¡

tin\c
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.  ■ Mifcblcfs ar'ifnig from  enfhg Seeds o f Ibnbsne.

time had no more Remains of any Diiorder, than if  it had never

^ T a m  very certain the Swelling was not difcharged by breaking; for 
had it broke, even in my Sleep, I mud have found fome ill Taite in 
niv Mouth at waking: Whereas I was not lenfible or any difagreeablc 
Taite at all, but the Smell before-mentioned was greatly ctfcnfive to
m e ,  w h e n e v e r  I put my Nofe into the Bed. r , ■ r

During the whole Time I luve been fpeaking of, thit is, for about 
17  Hours, I made Water but once only, and then in a fmall Quantity : 
The Colour o f  it was very high, and it foon threw down an exceeding 
thick Sediment, as did atl I made for 2 Days afterwards, though gra­
dually clearing up more and more.

•I fhall not prefume to offer any Opinion as to the Manner this M e­
dicine operates, but leave it to be confidered by more proper Judges; 
only permit me to obferve, that were the Virtues o f  Simples diligently 
inquired into, wc might perhaps difcover more ready and certain Cures 
for fome Ditempers than what we know at prefent. T h e  barbarous 
Negroes, merely by Trials and Obfervations, have been able to find out 
both Poifons and Counterpoifons, on- which (if our Accounts o f  them 
be true) they can depend with Certainty : And we know, that the Sa­
vages in America have difcovered by the fame Means, and generoufiy 
'taught us, the medicinal Effeds of their Ipecacuanha, Conlrayerva, Pe­
ruvian Bark, and fome other Simples, which are almoft infallible in 
curing the Diforders of the Climate where they g r o w ; Nor is it im­
probable, that every Country may produce Remedies for the Difeaies 
o f  -it’s Natives.

An Account of X X II .  In the Year 1729, a Perfon came to confult me on an Acci- 
Symptoms a- dent that befel four of his Children, aged from 4  i to 13 i Years, upon 
rifingfrcmMl- fotne Secds they had gathered in the Fields, near Paneras Church,
"hnban“<wUh which they miftook for Phi berts. He brought one of the Capfules with 
/heir Cure, Sic. him: I inftandy knew it to be that of the Hyofciamus »iger, vel xul- 
and fome occa- garis, C. B. (ox the common Henbane) which bears fome grofs Re- 
'f''°sfr'”Haas ^ '̂^blance to the Huik of a Philbert; and the Seeds are like thofe o f  the 
Sloane!! Bari. Poppy. The Symptoms that appeared in all the four were, great Thirft, 
P .  $. R . N o. Swimmings of the Head, Dimnefs of Sight, Ravings, and profound 
429- 99- Sleep ; which laft, in one o f  them, continued two Days and Nights.
-1-3̂ 1. I ordered them all to be bled, bliftered in feveral Places, and after-

‘  ' wards purged -with a Medicine compofed of ElcEi. lenitiv. 01. amygd.
■dulc.ficr. Sulph. Syr. flor. Per/tcor. which operated both by Vom it and 
Stool: And by this Method they perfeftly recovered.

1 he Deliriuin occafioned by thefe Seeds differs from the common, 
and in fome Meafure agrees with that produced by th^Dutroa, a Species 
o f  StrarAonium \ and by ú\t Bangue of Eajl-India, a Sort o f  H em p: 
And  ̂ they are ail different from that Kind of Diforder cauíéd by the 
rubbing with a certain Ointment made ufe o f  by Witches (according 
to Lacunaf in his Veriion and Comments upon Diofcorides) the Effect

o f
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o f  which (as he was told) is to throw the Perfons into deep Sleep, and 
make them dream fo ftrongly of being carried in the Air to diftant 
Places, and there meeting with others of their diabolical Fraternity 
that when they awake they aélually believe, and have coni'eiTed, that 
they have performed fuch extravagant A£tions.

On this Occafion I beg Leave to give an Inftance of the great Virtues 
o f  l lenbane-Seeds in the Tooth-ach. Some Years ago, a Perfon of 
Quality tormented with this racking Pain, had an Empyrick recom­
mended to him ; his Anguiih obliging him to fubmit to any Method 
o f  procuring E afe: The Quack conveyed the Smoke o f  burning ilen- 
bane-Seeds, by Means of a Funnel, into the hollow Tooth, and there­
by removed the Pain : But at the fame I'ime there dropped fome 
Maggots from the Tooth (as he pretended) into a Pail of Water placed 
underneath for that Purpofe *, which was very furprizing to the Be­
holders. Being told the Story, I procured one of the Maggots, and 
fent it wrapped up In Silk to Mr Leetiwenboek  ̂ at Delft in Holland  ̂ where 
it arrived fafe and alive. Upon Examination, he found it to be entirely 
like thofe bred in ordinary rotten Cheefe: Wherefore, he got fome of 
thefe latter, and carefully fed them, and that I had fent, on the fame 
Cheefe, and they were all, according to the ufual Methods of Nature, 
turned into fmall Scarabaei \ fo that there appeared not the leaft Dif­
ference between them either when Maggots or Scarabaiy both being re­
turned me from Holland.

Upon the whole, though the Smoke o f  the Henbane-Seeds cured the 
Tooth-ach, it is highly probable the Maggots had been conveyed thither, 
and let drop into the Water by fome Slight of Hand ; feeing, by Means 
of fome fuch unjuft Dexterity, Empyricks daily acquire Reputation 
from a Medicine, which from the Prefcription of  an honeil Phyfician 
would be taken little Notice of.

X X III .  The 26th o f  laft Month, I was called to a Cottage very near ConcermKg the 
Toucy *, where I was furprized to find 9 Perfons together, all having the Poifon o f Hen- 

true Symptoms of being poifoned ; with this Difference, that fome were 
fpeechlefs, and fliewed no other Signs o f  Life than by Convulfions, p l ^ n  \t ’ 
Contortions o f  their Limbs, and the Rifus Sardonicus\ all having their Toucy in 
Eyes ftarting out of their Heads, and their Mouths drawn backwards Krance. 7ranf- 

on both Sides; others had all the Symptoms alike. However, 5 
them did now and then open their Mouths, but it was to utter How]- f [ r . s \

O f the Poifon of the Henbane Roots. 841

uuui wil l  JUIU a ^ u w  . ixi iwt.iv. ,  ... <v. cu.v .  .. .V ..v, w.w ^ . Febfuarv 9,
Pieces o f  Sixcy-pence at five J.ivres. [ i o ü í / . J  Among n e l e  nine Per- 
Ions there was a Woman 5 Months gone w'ith Child, a Child of 2 
Years; four Boys o f  9, 12, 15, and 1 8 ;  and three Girls o f  15, 17, 
and 19 Years o f  A ge, who had all three the Misfortune of the Green- 
Hcknels upon them at that Jundure o f  Time. The Madnefs of all 
thde ]^\ticnts was fo compktc, and their Agitations fo violent, that iu 
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g^2 ^  M an poifoned by eating Moiiks-booJ.

order to give one of them the Antidote. I was for^d to employ Hx 
flronc^Mcn to hold him, while I was gettmg his Teeth afunder, to 
pour down the Remedy : And as they could not all be warched at once, 
Oiie OÍ the Boys got away, iind ran to a I one lOO Paces from the 
Hoiifc, into which he leaped ; but as he was Iccn, lie was foon taken

Ol't
' i t  was vain to exiuiiine thofc Wretches concerning the Nature o f  the 

I ’oiro'i thev had taken, as they were quite knlekis. Happily the Fa­
ther of the Family, by being abfcnt, was free trom this Misfortune. 
O f  him I learned,'that digging his Garden the preceding Day. he had 
found feveral Roots rcfembling common Parfnifs-, and having carried 
them home for Parfnips, they were boiled in the Soop ; and the un­
lucky jVIittake was not appreheruled, till the Children were in this 
dreadful State. He defcribed to me the Plant, which he. thought he 
had taken for ParfniDS ; wliereupon I went into the Garden, in ord<rr 
to find and know what it was ; but as it had no Leaves, I was obliged 
to derive the Knowledge of it from the R oots; and foon knew it to 
be the Henbane, which is a very ftrong Poifon ; and fo much the m.ore 
dangerous, as the Patients could give no Account o f  their Ailments, 
nor of the Quality of the Poifon they iiad taken.

T o  the Boys I gave the Tartar. SM ai. in fo large a Dofe, that the 
oldeit took 45 Grains, and the others in Proportion.

For the Woman, I had Recourfe to Theriaca in a triple D o fe ; not 
thinking it fate to give her the Kinetick, on account o f  her Preg­
nancy. I gave the íáme Remedy to the Child, by reafon of  it’s Ten- 
dernefs.

T o  the Girls, befides the thcriaca, which they took in very large 
Dofes, (having madt. ufe of §iv of it) I gave warm M ilk , wherein 1 
diíToived Salt of Rue The next Day I vifited the Patients, and found 
them in a quite different Condition ; for they had all recovered the Ulii 
of their Reafon, but remembered nothing of what happened.

All this Day, every Objeft appeared double to them, that is, upon 
looking at a Man, a Beaft, or a Tree, they fiw two.

I returned to fee them the next Day, and found that the Symptoms 
were removed ; but were fucceeded by another altogether as furprizing, 
to wit, all Objtds appeared to them as red as Scarlet. This lait 
Symptom ce.ifcd gradually on the third Day, and fince that Tim e they 
hdvc made no Complaint.

Tit Caft of a X X IV . On Monday Night laft, /V/'. 5, 1732, about ten, I was
Haile to John Critn¡pkr, a ^iik Weaver, in S[ ital-Fields 

>̂ f:Mor,h hood, Í into the Room, I found him lying on the Bed, his Head
Napdlui, fiippcrted by a lyy-flai.dtr, his Eyes and Teeth fixed, his Nofe pinched 

cor.PMmcattĴ  îs Mantls, Fcct, and Forehead cold •, and all covered w ith a cold
.Sociit̂ y ¿)"A/r perceived, and his Breath fo fhort as fcarce to
Vincent B,v diftinguiftfd : Enquiring into tl.e Cafe, I was told that he had 
cot, Surgínn, btto vcry well all Day, and about 8 had eaten a very hearty Supper
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A  M ün poifoned by eating Mcnh-hood. 843

o f  Pork, tííKJ ii Sallad dreíTcd with Oil and Vinegar; and though he T. R.S.
■was very mc;rry at his Meal, he began immediately afctr to find ¿1:1 in- 
difpoilcion : I ail<cd of  what riie Sallad was com¡>oful ? and was anfwcr-  ̂
ed, that there were in it nothing but common Sallad Herbs, all v/hich 
they bought at a Stall in the Market, except fonne Celery, which they 
had picked out of their own Garden. Sufpe61:ing that he had bven 
eatmg iome poifonous Herb, I aiT<ed if he tound in the Beginning of 
the Diforder any Inclination to vomit? They faid, no*, but that Vv'î cn 
he found his Illnefs come upon him with great Violcncc, he believed 
himfelf to be poifoned, and forthwith drank a large Quantity of 0 :1, 
not lefs than a Pint in all, and after that he loaded his Sromach with 
Carduus-Tea till he vomited; and though he threw up the greateft 
Part o f  his Supper, yet the Symptoms ftil! increaftd, which made them 
fend for me ■, but before I could get to him, Things'were come to the 
Extremity abovc-defcribed. Having nothing at Hand but a Tea-fpoon- 
ful or two o f  Spirit o f  HartJJjorn̂  I forced open his I'ecth with the 
Handle of a Spoon, and as his Head was reclined, I poured the Spirit 
into his Mouth, which a little roufed him, and firft fet him a coughing, 
and next a vom iting; I took the Advantage of the little Senfe that was 
returned, and continued plying him with Carduus-Tea until he had 
vomited fcveral Times more, but I could not hinder his Swooning oiten 
between the Times o f  reaching, though I gave him after each 40 or 50 
Drops o f  Sal Volatile "Tinglar. Croc aa, p. ¿e (which I had fent for) 
in a Glafs of W ine ; he at length began to find a Working downwards, 
as he afterwards expreíTed himfelf, which was followed by a Stool ; 
after which he vomited 2 or 3 Times more, and then faid his Head 
ŵ as fo heavy, and his Strength and Spirits fo exhauiled, though his 
Stomach and Bowels were much eafier, that he mull needs lie down :
His Pulfe was then a little returned, though very much interrupted and 
irregular, fometimes beating two or three Strokes very quick together, 
and then making a Stop of  as long, or a longer Time than the pre­
ceding Strokes altogether took up. Having obierved that what lie had 
Jaft vomited was little more than the pure Carduus-Tea, I then gave 
him a Di*aught made of Epid^m, ‘Iher, Attdvo'fíi, Conf, Alkctmcs  ̂ & c, 
and gave Orders to make him feme Sackwhey to drink between ŵ hiles, 
fometimes alone, and in cafe of great Paintnefs with fomeol tiie above- 
named Drops. It being near one o’Clock, 1 left him, and calling to 
fee him ox\Tuefday in the-PVenoon, found him much amended : He 
had lain awake, though ftill, an Hour or two^aftcr I leir him, but be­
ing very cold and chilly, had a great deal oi Covering laid on him, and 
then found a kindly Warmth come over his L.imbs, whxh was fuc- 
ceeded by a moderate Sweat, and then a cjuieT Sleep ot 4 or 5 Hours, 
from which he awaked very much refrefhed ; and when Í was there, 
was capable o f  anfwering the (^ettions I aflced him i I mean with rê  
gard to Strengd); for his Senfes had never failed him but during the 
Swoonin^^s. I wanted to fee fomc ot the Sallad, but was told that 
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Concerning the Poifcn o f  Laurel-W ater.

they had eaten all that they picked, and the reft was thrown upon the 
Fire, Í0 that nothing could be feen but the Celery, which beuig the 
Produce of their own Garden, the Boy who gathered it the Kvening 
before, was ordered to fetch fome more o f  the fame; he prefencly 
brought a Specimen, which I took to be the common Monks-hood of 
our Gardens, called by Mcrifcn in his Pr^lud. Botiin. Aconiliim Spied 
Florum pyramidali. But that this Company may be more certain, I liave 
brought'a Specimen of the Plant taken from the fame Place this Morn- 
jng, which the Boy fays is of the fame Kind whicli he gathered before, 
and the Patient upon biting it, declares to have the fame Tafte which 
lie perceived on Monday. But it may be obferved, that it was not then 
fo much ihot up into Leaves as it is n o w : 1 defired him to give me 
an exad Account o f  what Alterations he found in himfelf after the eat­
ing it, and Jiow they came on : He faid the firft Symptom was a Sen- 
liuion of a tingling Heat, which did not only affedt his Tongue, but 
his Jaws, fo that the Teeth feemed l o o f e a n d  his Cheeks were fo 
much irritated, that the People about him, nay even his L,ooking- 
Glafs could fcarce perfuade him but that his Face was fwellcd to twice 
it’s proper Size ; this tingling Senfation fpread itfelf farther and far­
ther, until it had taken hold o f  his whole Body, efpecially the Extre­
mities ; he had an Unfteadinefs in the Joints, efpecially o f  the Knees 
and Ancles; with Twitchings upon the Tendons, fo that he could 
fcarce walk a-crofs the Room, and he thought that in all his Limbs 
he felt a fenfible Stop or Interruption in the Circulation of his Blood, 
and that from the Wrifts to the Fingers Ends, and from the Ancles to 
the Toes, there was no Circulation at a l l ; but he had no Sicknefs or 
Difpcfition to vomit until he took the Oil, f ie .  Afterwards his Head 
grew giddy, and his Eyes mifty and wandring, next a Kind o f  hum­
ming or hiffing Noife feemed continually to found in his Ears, which 
was followed by the Syncopes above recited.

There fupped with him two Women the fame N ig h t;  one o f  them 
happened to have a Diflike to Celery, and therefore laid afide all that 
ftie took for fuch ; the other having before been out o f  Order, and 
was not then j^erfedly recovered, eat but fparingly, but took this fup- 
pofcd Celery along with the other Herbs, and felt, and complained of 
all the fame Symptoms, but in a lels Degree than the Man had done. 
She would not be prevailed on to vomit, but only took the Cordial- 
Draught above defcribed. I faw them both this Morning, the Man is 
quite well, but the Woman is ftill out o f  Order.

1  hey fay that there was not put into the whole Sallad, more than 
what grows upon one o f  thefe Roots.

X X V  A t Lifminy in Wejimeath, a Girl o f  18 Years old, very well 
anc} healthy, took a Qiiantity, lefs than two Spoonfuls, o f  the firft

the fValer of L a u rel-L ea v eswhereupon within
half a Minute Hie fell down, was convulfed, foamed at the Mouth, and 
died m a ihort Time; nor was there any Swelling on her Body.

X X V I .  :n
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X X V I .  In the Year 1727, a Beech-^ree was felled near Elbhg^ for An Accoum o f  

the domeflick Ufe of Jobn Maurice M<eller̂  then Poll-Mailer of Klbing  ̂ Letters fotmd̂  
now Secretary of his native Cicy, The Trunk being fawed into Pieces, 
one of thefe, three Danlzick Feet fix Inches long, cleft in the Houfe j. Theod.*  ̂
on the 30^1^ J u n e ^  difcovered feveral Letters in the Wood about one Klein, Sea-í’

Incli and a half from the Bark, and near the fame Diftance from the ^  Dart- 
Centre o{ the 1 runk. The Hewer having at one Stroke unfolded fuch ^
a Prodigy, and believing there was Witchcraft at the Bottom o f  xUfromthclMri 
ran in all poiTible Haile for his Mailer : But this Gentleman, well in-'¿yT.S. 
ftrufted in found Phllofophy, gave Orders to preferve the Pieces o f  ° P'
W ood, and had them brought to my Study, at the fame Time com- 
niunicating to me the Hiilory, and his Sentiments thereon.

Fig. 85 exhibits the Letters confpicuous in the folid Wood, two o f  Fig. 85. 
which, D  B, fliew their old Bark fmooth and found. The Wood ly­
ing between the Letters and the Bark o f  the Trunk, as well as that 
between the Letters and the Heart of the Tree, is likewife folid and 
found, bearing not the lead Trace of Letters. The Charaders g  Q» 
being fomewhat hollow, receive the Bark of the Letters D B

T h e  fame Letters are feen in the Bark of the Tree, only that they 
are partly ill-ihaped, partly almoft efiaced, whereas thofe within bear a 
due Proportion, as if done with a Pencil,

N ow  ihould it be aiked after what Manner thefe Letters reached the 
Middle of ú\t Beech? and how it came to pafs, that two of  them, 
and no more, had their old dry Bark flicking to them ?

Both thefe Queries are anfwered by the Vegetation of Plants. But 
as this is not a proper Place to expound it, I will fuppofe it known, 
and thus briefly complete the Aiiliir.

It is an ancient Cuilom to cut Names, and various Charaders, on the 
Rinds o f  Trees, efpecially on fuch as are fmooth. That this has hap­
pened to our Beecb̂  the mere Infpeition of  the Bark commands our 
AtTirmation

A n Incifion made, the T̂ ubuli conveying the nutritious Juice, and 
the Uiriculi  ̂ in which it is prepared, are divided and lacerated, and 
more of them, as the Incifion was made deeper and wider; and confe- 
quently the Sap is not carried on in the Circulation, but extravafated and 
flopped at the Wounds. Hence the Origin o f  the Charaders in the 
Bark and Wood. v’

Now as a new Circle o f  Fibres grows yearly on the Tree between the |
W ood  and Bark, it is not impoffible but a Number of thefe fliould, in j,
a Procefs of Years, more and more furround the ingraved Charadtrs, ■
and at length cover them. And this Number was the greater in our i!
Beccl\ on account o f  better than lialf a Century elapfed fince the In-

Letters found in the Middle of a Beech. 845

 ̂ D a n h l Bardlolt^^  formerly Cipfarean Poet-Laureat.
f  'i 'be Cbaraflers, befides D  B, marJi the Nam es o f  a noble F a m ily ,  to which the 

Lan d, w hrrron the T r e e  was felltd^ fo ircc i ly  belonged: Regi/ta, D cr;ih ia , Michar,', 
G.^^truUi- J m n n is , H ckv¡n¿ih

\



L e f i e n  found in the Middle o f a Beech.

I/ Í 44iW  -----

each Time, and the Uiruidi extended and dilated.
Wherefore it is enfy, from what had been faid, to draw the Reafon, 

wliy the Bits o f  B.irk'cut off on ail Sides, in the l.,etters D  B, had the 
fame Fate with the Letters; why the Wood between the Bark and 
Letters was folid and found ; and why the Shapes o f  the Letters bore a 
jurt: Proportion in the Middle of the Wood, and not in the Birk.

So much for our Beech.
• Now let us ice, in few Words, what Authors fay o f  fuch figured

Woods.
Solomon Reifelius, of Letlers found tuiihin the very deft Trunk of a 

Beech, E‘ph. Nat. Cur. Dec. i. An. 6. Obf 4. has at length, though 
with fome Difficulty, guefled the genuine Caufc from frequent Examples 
of Incifions.

But Joannes Meyer us, on a Thief hanging from a Gibbet, drawn hy 
Nature’s Pencil in a Beech, Eph. N. C. Dec. 3. 5. Obf. 29. and
Jeannes Petrus Albrechtus, on a certain rare Figure feen in a Beech, 
Eph. ibid. afcribe it to a Sport of Nature, and give this Reafon •, be- 
caufe they could not difcover the leaft Sign o f  Impofture, the deep Si­
tuation of the Figures hindering them from having any Sufpicion on 
that Head’.

On the contrary, Luke Schreeckins, on figured Beech - W ood, Eph. 
N. C. Dec.~̂ . An. 7, 8. Obf. 118. follows Reifelius’s Opinion; and 
being verfed in Malpighi's Anatomy of Plants, writes : “  N o  W'onder, 
“  if Figures cut in a young Tree, by the Length o f  Tim e, and the 
“  Accretion of many Barks, appear at laft about it’s Middle, when 
‘ ‘ grown old.”

John Chrifiopher Gottwald, on a crucified Man drazvn hy Nature in the 
Middle of a ^ te c h - T x m \ * ,  Eph. N. C. Dec. 2. An. g. Obf. 158. ac- 
cufing Nature’s fimple Violence, or a Difeafe o f  the Tree, is coVreaed 
by the moil celebrated John Janies Scheuchzer, in his Itinera Alpina, 
Tom. 3. p. 4 1 4 .  and in Herbarium Diluvianum, p. 46. of a little Man 
:n Beech-Wood, Tab. X. where he makes mention o f  other Inftances.

John Melch. Verdries is of the fame Sentiment, treating of a Figure 
fumid in the Middle of a Beech, Eph. N  C. Cent. 3 Csf 4. Obf 89.

There remains, to my Knowledge, ihe Figure of a Chalice  ̂ with a 
SwÉrd perpendicularly ereñ, and on it's Point fufiaining a Crown, found 
in the H e y t  o f  a Piece o f  W^ood at the llague-, which the Authors

* This Wood IS kept in the Library of ihe Council of Uauzid.

X X V I I .  I .
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TZ’í Horn o f a D eer found in the H eart o f  an Oak. 847

X X  VII. I. T h e  Horn of a large Deer was found in the Heart o f  an 0/the Horn 
O ik  in Whinfield-Vark in Cumberland, belonging to the Earl o f  T'hanet. «

.  j  1 ^  °  T  r  1  r  1 ♦ the Heart o f  an
It was difcovered upon cutting down the Tree. Ic was found fixed in by Sir
the Timber with large Iron Cramps; it feems therefore, that it had at John Clerk,
firil been faftened on the Outfide of the Tree, which in growing after-
wards had inclofed the Horn. In the fame Park I faw a Tree i s  XyattseoT-
Feet oí Diameter. land, attd

F . R . S .  Nov. 6, 1731. Ibid. ^.235.

2. This Horn of a Deer found In the Heart o f  an Oak, and that R em rk sh y th e  

fafttned with Iron Cramps, is one of the mod remarkable Inftances of g
this Kind, it being the largeft extraneous Body we have any where re- ‘ *3 •
corded to have been thus buried, as it were, in the Wood of a Tree.
If "Joannes Mcycrits, and Joannes Petrus Albrcchtus, fp. 233.) had feen 
this, they could not have imagined the Figures feen by them in Beech- 
Trees to have been the Sport o f  Nature, but mud have contcfled them 
to have been the Sport o f  an idle Hand. T o  the fame Caufe are to be 
afcribed thofe Figures o f  Crucifix’s, Virgin Aiary's, (fc. found in the 
Heart o f  Trees •, as, for Example, the Figure of a Crucifix, which I 
niyfclf iiivv at Maejlricht, in the Church of the JVhite Nuns of the Order 
of St Augufiin, faid to be found in the Heart of a Walnut-Tree upon 
it’s being fplit with Lightning. And it being ufual in fome Countries 
to nail fmall Images o f  our Saviour on the Crofs, o f  Virgin Mary’s,
Uc. to Trees by the Road-fide, in Forefts and on Commons, it would 
be no greater Miracle to find any of thefe buried in the Wood of the 
Tree, than it was to find the Deer’s Horn fo lodged.

Sir Hans Sloar.e, in his noble Mufeum, hath a L o g  of Wood brought 
by Cunningham from an Ifland in the Tiajt-Indies, which, upon be­
ing fplit, exiiibited thefe Words in Pcrtugueje, D A  B O A  O  R A.
i. e. Dct [Deus'] bonam Horam.

R n d  o f  ths E ighth 0 T ^ U  M  E.
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