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/:6 Romans IN Britain.

refcued his Father Vefpaft. O
count from Dio. But whe Vefpaftan

are told, when that Emperor commanded In Britain for Claudius™ that
he fought thirty Battels, fubdued two of the moil powerful Nations,
won twenty Towns, and brought th Wight

Obedience. Of which A6l;ions, befides what might have been faid
In the laft Books of Annals, 'Tacitus, In other Pieces of his, largely

'us ruled, Vefpafmri Be

World his Condufl and Courage In the
War  /'he fame is alfo taken Notice of (¢ ) by Dio. From

his Conqueft of the IU- Wight

Acflions here was In thofe Countries which border on the South
Channel rather than In the North: Since therefore the Clime, the
Soil, and the more ready Conveniencies for foreign Trade and Cor-
refpondence might ntitle this Part of the Land to fuftain as nume-
rous, as flout, and as experienc’d a People as any ocher (becaufe
CcBlar ( c¢) takes notice they not only lent Aids to the Veneti in their

wars

Difturbance given,to the Romans from the fouthern Parts, we may con-
‘e, Vefpafian entirely fubdued them.

The Romans as loon as the Countries they had conquer'd were
reduced to fome degree of Quiet, endeavoured to make the People
In love with their Government, by introducing their Arts and Cu-
itoms among them : From that inconfiderable Inilance recorded (<?)
by Pliny, we may fee how ready the Romans were to oblige the Peo-
ple under their Power with any Curiofity that might entertain their
Senfes, In order to endear them to the Authority they had over
them. (He tells us. Cherries were not known In Italy, till the 68oth
Year of Rome, when L. Lucullus firil brought them thither from Pontus;
and that In a hundred and twenty Years they were fo Increas’d, that
not only many other Countries, but Britain alfo was fupplied with
them, which muft have been about three Years after Claudius him-

felf had been here. The ufual Landing from Rome being then In the
Vol. V. Part L K County

(z) Suet. Vefpafian. cap. 4.

Tacit. Agricol. cap. xiii. Dims Claudius ailiBor operis tranfveFtis legionibus
auxillitfque”™ Cfif ajfumpto in partem rerum Vefpajlano\ quod initium ventur¢ie mox fortuné!,
fnity domitie gentesy capti Reges”™ 15f monftratus fatis Vefpafianus, Tacit. Hift. Lib. JII.
cap. xliv. Et Britanniam inclytus erga Vefpafianumfavor”™ quod illic fecundae Legioni a
Claudio prapofitus”™ (sf bello clarus egerat™ non fine motu adjuxit ceterarum,

Dion. CaiT. Hill. Rom. Lib. Ixv. p. 736. jits ~vyotci ro>AlS tw
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(c) De Bello Gal. lib. xiii. Sociosfib1 ad 1d Bellum Ofifmios”™ Lexobios™ See. auxilia ex
Britannia”™ qu<e contra eas Regiones pofita efl™ accerfunt,

(d) ldem lib. 1v. Tamen in Britanniam proficifci contendity quod™ omnibu sfere Gallic

€ts Beilisy hojlibus noflris indefubminiflrata auxilia intelligehat. N
{e) Plin, Jib. XV, cap. xxv.
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and the Soil well agreeing with i1t, may be the Reafon that the bell and

greateft Quantity of It 1s yet there to be had.

A<mcolad™ In the fecond Year of his Lieutenancy here, when In
W inler-Quarters, purfued the fame Maxims (which Tacitus terms Sa
luberrima Conftlia ; and, as it may be infcrr'd from an Exprefilon of(/
Geefa. by making

Manners : He not only In private
perfuaded, but publickly helped and encouraged them to builld Tem-
ples, Places for common Aflemblies, and private Houfes after the.
Roman Mode: He took Care to have the principal Youth inftrufted In
the liberal Arts: He allur'd them to aifcft the Habit of the Romans:
And lall of all, to engage them the Inore firmly, helped them to a
Tafteof the Roman Luxury and Good-fellow(hip, by introducing the
Ufe of fliady Plazzas and Baths {g), and their way of banquetting.
But here Tacitus may be underftood to fpeak of what was done In
order to civilize the Northern Parts of this Nation, w'here ylgricola%
Prefence was required ; the Southern was, we may fuppofe, foftned and
quieted by the fame Methods near forty Years before, when reduced
by Vejpatian.

From hence it may be inferr’'d, that thould never any other Tokens
of the Antiquity of thefe Works be found, yet would die Bath denote
the Age of the Pavement, and fet It near as high as the moil early
Time that the Romans had any real Authority In this liland.

As, by the Lofs of fome of the Annals of 'slnaius, we may have been
depriv’d of the moil early Hiftory of this County ; fo likewife, for
want of ancient religious Houfes, there have been little or no Accounts
left of Its Circumftances In the Times next after the Roman Autho-
rity expired here. Malmjbury (b) fays, that in his Time there were
here only the Abbies of Battell and Lewes, and thofe not long ereéeted.
The earliell Mention made of 1t(1) Is by Bede, who Informs us thar
Bifliop Wilfrid, In the Year 678, being thruil out of his Province of
Northumbria by King Ecgfrid, fettled at Sclfp' in 680, and (laid five
Years, labouring In the Converfion of the neighbouring Parts; but of
what elfe relates to the County, except the miferable Ignorance of the
Inhabitants, and the Number of Families, he has left no Account.

Bede fpent moil of his Time In the Monafteries of IViremouth and Jar-

row, and travell’d little.
The

{/) De Bell. Gallic, lib. 1. Horum omnium fortijjimi funt Belga : Fropterea quod a
fultu atqgue humanitate Provincia longifjimi abfunt, minimeque ad ecs Mercatoresftc”™

tommeanty atque ea qua ad effeminandos animos pertinent, Important.

(g) Tacit. Agricol. cap. xxi.
(¢) Gul. Malmsb. de geftis Pontific. Ang. lib. ii.

(») Bedae Hift. Ecclef. lib. 1v. cap. xiil.
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The next Records we have to view are thofe of Etbehoerd™ the ot the sylva
Chronicon Saaonicum, and Henry Archdeacon of Huntingdon. uc the
ancient State of this County may be clearly apprehended by looking

Map of It, and at the Weft-end you will nna fFeft-Hartin<”
Stanfted o\?dnt from each other fix or feven Miles : |magine a
'‘evenjey, and
another to be drawn from a Point which muft be little South of Slan-
Jiead to Brighthelmfione: What lies North of thefe Lines iIs the Wea
or Low-Lands, formerly the Sylva Jnderida ; that which Is comprehend-
ed between thefe Lines and bounded by the Sea, from Brighthelm-
ftone to Bourne, 1s the Downs, fo famous for their pleafant Situation
and Fruitfulnefs. The Part South of thefe Lines iIs a flat champain
Ground, ending like a Wedse at Brip-hthehnitone. Thele twolaft Parts
were thofe only that were Inhabited In Bede's Time I they contain
not more than two Fifths of the whole County, which muft be the
Sujfex {k) confifted not of more than 7000
Families or Farms; whereas In another Place he computes Kent to
have 15000 Families.

In the three Accounts (/) above-mention’d, It Is agreed, that Iin the
Year 477, Ella, with his three Sons, Cymen, Wlencing and Cijfa, land-
ed his Forces at CymeneS'Ora, (which, from a Charter of King Cedwal-
las to the Church of Selfey, the learned ( m) Camhden prove.

Wittering near Selfey)) not far from which he routed the ........ ,
drove them into the Weald (™MIb”~cticiTcigO*  Their farther Progrefs
IS moft diftinEtly and naturally deliver’d by the Archdeacon of Hun-
tingdon, In thefe Words : Saxones aute?n occuparunt littora Maris In

fete, magis magifque fihi regionisJpatia capejfentes, ufgiie ad nonim annum
adventus eorum, 'siutTVverb cum audacius regionem in longinquum capeJTerent™
convenerunt Reges Tyranni Brittonum DUQ-
-naverunt contra ¥A\q fiUosfuos, ™ fere dtiniafuit viSioria, Uterqueenim
Exercitus valde Icsfus & minoratus, alterius congreffum devovens, ad propria
remearunt. Mifit igitur Elle ad compatriotas fuos auxilium flagitans.

, N sd In the moft Weftern Part of it
by the Saxons, If what they did afterwards was to poiTefs themfelves
of 1t, their Progrefs muft have been from Weft to Eaft. And fo much

Words plainly imply. He fays farther, they were
eight Years about i1t; which if we confider the Circumftances of the
Country, will be no great Wonder it ihoul
unlefs their Forces had beenvery great, whichwe have no Warrant

from any Hiftory to fuppofe ; for the Wea

have been moft difficult to pafs, even In thedrieftSummers. The
K 2 DownSy

{1 } Bedx Hift. Ecclef. lib. 1r. cap. xiii.
\i) Ethelwerd Hift. lib. i. cap. v. Chronic. Saxon. Anno cccclxxvii. Hen, Hunt.

Hift. lib. 1i.
(lw) Cambden Brit. Suflex.
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Wall. Twith a Terrace-Walk

iIlcéep Defcent into it> their whole Length ; exceping, that every ten
Miles, or thereabouts, they have deep Channels through them to af-
ford Paflage for the Rivers iInto the Sea: Therefore, what was then
habitable, being thus canton’d out Into fo many Parcels by the RI-
vers, nothing could be more difficult to gain than thofe Canton-
ments, were there any Forces to defend the Pafles that thould have
been attempted, the Rivers being deep and muddy, and the Moraf-
fes on each fide broad and boggy: Hence we may conceive, It was
s Camps on no very difficult Talk for the Britons to defend, nor an eal'y one for
-. Downs on the Saxons to gain the Country. And Iindeed, the many old Camps,
- Suflcx. ftill to be feen on the Downs, are an Evidence that fcarce any Part
______________ S War. Mr. Cambden mentions but two, CJI-
bury and Cbenkbury. r Edition of his Works. Dr. Earrh
has added three more; a Roman Camp at Chicheyl
St. Rook's Hilli and Gons-Hill near the Weft Limits of the County. 1
Ihall here infert an Account of the reft; in which | fhall firft take
notice of thofe that are on the North Edge of the Downs™ and over-
fVeald
Firft, Mr. Cambden. two Miles
Steyning™ and about three Miles North of Cisjhury * 1t I1s circular; Its
Circumference about two Furlongs, From Cbenkbury eight Miles
Eaft, over Pcynings, Is a very large one, an Oval, not lefs than a Mile
round ; accefiible at one narrow Neck only, and that fortified, with
a deep broad Ditch, and a very high Bank : 1| could never learn any
other Name It has gone by, than Poor-Man'sW all, perhaps from Its
having been a Security to the diftreifed Britons. About three Miles
Eaft from thence I1s Wolfenbury™ on a Hill, projefted beyond the reft
of the Downs, like a Baftion ; 1t comes near a Circle In ftiape ; Its
" Diameter a little more than a Furlong. Near three Miles Eaft of
W jlfennhury, on the higheft Part of the Downs In that Quarter, IS a
Camp, near fquare, about 60 Rods long, and 50 broad, much like a
Roman Camp ; the fide next the North Is fecur’d by the Precipice of
, the Hill, which Is both very deep and fteep ; the other three Sides
| have erich their Port(B after the Roman Manner ftill very vifible ; the
Ditch fcems to have been not leis than eleven Foot broad ; but the
Ground having been ploughed, the Bank is but low : This Is called
Ditchling, as I1s the old Town under Iit. Near feven Miles farther

Eaft, and a Mile and half Eaft of Lelves, Is the laft on the North Edge
Downs

N of the Britijh word Cadir ; the Pariih below it 1lill re-
tains 1ts Britijh Glynd: This Is a round Camp, fcarce three

Fuillongs”™ In Circuit, 1ts Ditch very broad and deep, and the Ram-
part within very high ; the Places where the Tents were pitchM a™
4 yet vifible ; which, from the Strength of the Out-Works, Intimates

that thoie within held 1t no fmall Time# Near a quarter of a Mile
Weft



