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O f the Pike of Tenerife, ^ c.
merly much ufed in Spatn  ̂ fharp before, ill ihap’d every w ay, and

• «  j r r\ •  r  1 - l i t k i T *  «
M afts ftoopins fo rw a rd s; their Sails are all M iz e n

W in dIS, triangular ; tney will lie nearer me 
not fo commodious to handle. Amongfl; thefe Trees, not a great 

H e ig h t  in the A ir ,  we faw the Sulphur difcharge itfelf like a Squib  

or Serpent made o f  Gunpowder, the Fire running downwards in a 

Stream, and the Sm oak afcending upwards from the Place where it  
firit took fire ; and hke this we law another, whilft we lay under the 

R o c k s  the next N ig h t  at la Stancha  ̂ part o f  the W a y  up the P i k e : 

But I could not obferve whether either o f  them gave any Report as
they difcharged.

Quarters
Mountain  

t Merenda

the T o p  o f  this high

^  , the P in e-T ree o f  the Afternoon’s M eal.
T h is  is a large T r e e ,  and is burnt at the Bottom, as having had Fires 

made againft i t ; and in the burnt Place there iffucs out Turpentine.  

A t  a few Yards diftance from this T re e  we had a Fire made, where  

we (laid and baited our Horfes, and breakfailed ourfelves. T h efe  H ilis  
are very fandy, and there are a great many Rabbets which breed there ; 

there is alfo much Sand found a great way up the P ik e  itfelf, and not  

a great way below the F o o t  o f  the Sugar-loaf, fome o f  which I  

brought down with me.
Quarters after F iv e  we fet forwards again, an ’

H o u r paft Six came to the Portillo  ̂ which in Spanijh 
Breach or Gap. W e  faw the P ike about two Leagues and a half before 

us, cover'd ftill with a Cloud at T o p  ; and the Spaniards told us we 
were come about two Leagues and a half from the Port.

A t  half an hour paft Seven we came to las Faldas, that is, the Skirts 

o f  the P ik e  ; from whence all the

fignifies a

Quarter of a M ile

W a y

liglit Stones, for the moft part not much bigger than one’s Fift, and a, 
great many not much broader than a Shilling :  ̂ ^
beaten T r a c k  which was ufed before, it was not ^«ep v  but it w e  

turn’ d out o f  it, the Horfes went almoft over their Feet. I lighted and 
made a H o le  there, thinking to find how  deep thefe little Stones lie, 

but could not find the Bottom ; which makes me conclude they m ay

cover the Ground for a great Thicknefs.

thereabouts from

M iles
Man

were caft out from the T o p  o f  the P ik e  at the T im e  it was a Vulcano, 
M a n y  o f  them lie in Heaps o f  above threefcore Yards lo n g ;  and I ob-  

ferved that the further thefe R o ck s  lie from the F o o t o f  the P ik e, the 
more like they arc to the Stone o f  other common R o c k s ; but the 

nearer we went to the Pike, we found them more black and iblid ; and  

Ibme o f  them, tho’ not many, were glofly like Flint, and all extream

heavy. T h o fe  that ihone fo, I fuppofe, retain’d their natural Colour,
but
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150 O fih e  Pike Tenerife, ^ c.
but there are fomc that look like Drofs that comes out o f  a Smith's 

F o r g e ,  which without doubt was occafionM by the extrelm  H eat o f  the 

Place they came from.
Some o f  thefe great R o c k s  were thrown out o f  the Caldera or Kettle  

in the T o p  o f  the P ik e  ; and others from a C ave or Ciftern which is 

a pretty way up the fide o f  the P ik e ,  and has by fome been thought to 
have no Bottom.

A t  N in e on Wednefday M orning we arrived at la Stancha, about a 

quarter o f  a M ile  above the Foot o f  the P ik e  on the Eail-fide, where 
are three or four large hard and folid black R o ck s lodg’ d : Under fomc  

o f  thefe we put our Horfes, and under others we lay down ourfelves 

to fleep, after having refreih’d ourfelves with a little W in e : A n d  we  
liad a Fire made in order to get our Dinner ready, where a C o o k  we  

took along with us both roafted and boiled our M eat and Fowls. W e  

flept here for about two H ours, then rofe again, and about T w o  in 
the Afternoon went to Dinner.

\]

UnED

t are feveral Mountains that lie E  

Miles diftance, cúVá tht Malpefe
Montana all which were

not
the R o ck s  and fmall burnt Stones that He near them, juft in the fame 
manner as about the Pike.

Still being at la Stancha, after we had dined, we laid down again to 

take a N a p  under the R o ck s as before Dinner ; but not fleeping very  

well, we all got up again, the reft o f  them fpending the Afternoon  

at Cards, ^ c .  But I made it m y Bufinefs to admire the Strangenefs 

and Vaftnefs o f  that great Body, which indeed is very wonderful, in- 

fomuch that ii ŝ impollible to exprefs to one, that has never ieen it, in 

what a manner that confufed H eap  o f  Rubbiih l ie s ; for it may very  

well ^  ftyled one o f  the greateft Wonders in the W o r ld .  A b o u t  fix  

at N i g h t  we faw Grand Canaria from la Stancha bearing from us
E. by N . ^

A t  nine at N ig h t ,  after having had our Suppers, we retired to our  
former L o d gin gs, where laying Stones for our Pillows, and our 

Cloaks for Bed-cloaths, we endeavoured to get to fleep ; but all in 

vain for a great while. Some lying pretty nigh a Fire complain’ d o f  

being burnt on the one fide, and frozen on the other, (for the A ir  was 

very cutting and iharp) others happening to lie in a Place where there 

were a great many F le a s ; though it be fomething ftrange that Fleas 
ihould be found there, the Place being fo cold in the N ig h t.  Perhaps 

the Goats ibmetimes get under theie R ocks, and lb leave them ; and 

I  am inclin’d to believe it, becaufe the Guide and I found a dead 

G o a t in a Cave at the very T o p  o f  the Pike. I fuppofe this G o a t  

^ f^ g g lin g  up here by Chance was benighted, and fo finding the Cold,  

g o t  into this Place for H eat, where meeting with too much o f  it, 

and a very ftrong fulphureous Vapour, it overcame him ) for lie was

almoft



almoft dry’d  to Powder. Betwixt E leven and T w e lv e  we g o t to deep,  
_ j One, when aw aking, our Guide told us ’ twas T im e  to

O f the Pike of Tenerife,

Journey W

pail O n e we were all March

M en

and
Betwixt la Stancha and 

Mountains and the Suaar-

Mountains is alnioil half a M i O n

Mountain

the firft of them the R ubbiih  is more fmall, and we were apt to flip  

back, as we ftept upwards. But the uppermoft is all compofed o f  hard 
loofe rocky great Stones, caft one among another in a very confufed 

Order. A fter refting feveral times, we came to the T o p  o f  the firft 
Mountain, where we drank every one o f  us a little W in e, and eat each 

o f  us a bit o f  Ginger-Bread we had amongft us. T h en  being pretty  

well refreih’d, w e let forwards again to afcend the fecond 
which is higher than the firil, but is better to w alk on, becaufe o f  the 

Firmnefs o f  the R ocks. A fter  we had travelled for about half an hour
we came within Sight o f  the Sugar-loaf,  

wliich before we could not fee, by reafon o f the Interpofition o f  thefe 

great Hills. After v/e were arriv’d to the T o p  o f  this fee 
tain, we came to a W a y  that was almoft level, but bearing fome fmall 

matter u p - h i l l ; and about a Furlong further is the F oot o f  the Sugar-  

loaf, which we foon after came to. T h e n  looking upon our W atches  

found it to be juft three a -C lo ck . T h e  N ig h t  was clear where wc
M oon ihone very b r ig h t ; but below over the Sea we  

could fee the Clouds, which look’d like a Valley a prodigious D epth
_______  -  .  -  ^  i  •  / n  I  O  • .

VIountain

M o u n

below us. W e W in d as It

J
W h ilft

ourfelves as before in other Places, we faw the Sm oak break out in feve­
ral Places, which at firft look’d like little C lo u d s ; but they foon 

vaniih’d, others not long after coming in their room from the fame or

other Places,
W e  fet forwards to afcend the laft and fteepeft Part of our Journey,  

viz. the Sugar-loaf, exailly  at half an hour paft T h r e e ; and after w e  

had reiled twice or thrice, I left the Guide and the reft o f  m y C o m ­
pany, and ran forw ards; and when I was g o t  very nigh the T o p  

(which was at three quarters after Three) two more o f  the Com pany  

deferted, and came up about five Minutes after me •, the reft o f  the 

C om pany and the Guide coming up to the T o p  ju ft  at Four.
T h e  Shape o f  the T o p  o f the P ik e  is partly oval, the longeft D ia­

meter lyin g N. N . IV. and S. S. E. and is, as nigh as I could guefs, 
about 140 Yards long ; the Breadth the other way being about 1 10. 

W ith in  the T o p  o f  the Pike is a very deep H o le  call’ d the Caldera (or

Kettle) the deepeft Part o f  which lies a tt  
40 Yards deep, reckoning Irom the higheft fide o f  the P i k e : But

it is abundant iliallower reckoning from the fide oppofite to Gara-
cbica.
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