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t . . ‘  s  /   ̂ r  '  j  .• î • - . * * * * • - • ' ' . *■%
f
\

n E D
m m É m

T P. í / í

álL

T  2 I s
I  t

V

««ilw

%



f  •  ‘ . « . « y

I

T H E

Philofophical Tranfa£bions
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C O N T A I N I N G

The Philological and Mifcellaneous P A P E R S .

C H A P .  I.

ManufcriptSy Printing.

Í. H E  Subftance of what your Grace is pleas’d to ívf 0 / the Age
' ipts and Copied Writings (as I apprehend 

it) is, ‘That ’ tis not only pojffible, hut very eafŷ  upon the ’
Manufc

ters, Muii-
Perufal of a ‘ivritten Book, to pronounce in what Age or Cen- cians, isfr.
tury it

fed in Books of that
fuppoftng a Man

be made.
Judg Rep* Prelate)

'bferving the Shape and Figure of the Letters of the Book, Wanley,
their Duration: As N- 300.wmch (as all other 'Things) have their fixed Periods fc

being form'd this way in fuch a Century, and fuch a wav in the next; Time ‘993
(which alters the outward State of other ttings) working this Change in 

'tters alfo, of what Age, Language i or Country foever they be. And then as
V o l . V . PartII. A  to

UHED
- r ? - -

fit!
pili

i:
i  \

{

I
,

V é
. 1 
, A



ú

i1

i " .

V

r'í
I i

I

I I

I  I

í(
\

O 
]

unED

O f the Age of MSS. Authors,
to Original Compofitions, your Grace is of Opinion, That the Style and
DiBion of any noted Author being well obferved, *is very eajy to difcover 
fuch others of his Works as have gone abroad ‘without his Name; and alfo 
the very ‘Time ‘when the Author liv'd,

’ Tis evident, my Lord, that a Man may judge of fome MSS. by the 
Hand ; and of the genuine .and fpurious Works of fome Authors ; 
and of the Time likev/ife, wherein they lived, by the Style of them : 
But whether this be fo eafy a Work, and that the Rules Men gene­
rally go by in thefe Cafes, are alivays infallible Guides, is what (I own) 
I very much doubt of.

Suppofe, my Lord, for Inilance, a Man fhould bring to any Anti­
quary a good MS. Copy of the Hebrew Bible., Pentateuch, or Pfaltery 
written in a fmall common Letter, without Points, without fine Knots, 
and Flouriihes, without Pidtures, and great Letters, or any thing that 
ihould look like pompous: Suppofe that the Ink, Parchment, ^ c. 
Ihould carry a feeming Face of Antiquity with them, and that a Man 
Ihould fay his MS. was looo, 1200, or 1300 Years old, when as 
really it was written within a very few Years; Could he from the 
Hand alone foon find out the Cheat ^

All the Hebrew MSS. that I have as yet feen, are written either 
with Samaritan or Chaldee Letters. As to the Samaritan, I own they 
bear a good Refemblance one to another, and that they differ very 
much from thofe Samaritan Characters, which we find ilamp’d upon 
divers truly Ancient and Genuine Coins. But then there feems to be 
fuch a Refemblance ('as to the Character) between thofe Coins ftruck 
in Ages iar diftant from one another, that ’ tis hard (from the Con- 
fideration of the Metal, its Fabrick, Weight, from the Shapes of the 
Letters in the Infcription, to lay which Coin was made in the 
Time of David, or Solomon, and which no older than the Time of the 
Machabees ; this being rather to be gather’d from the Words and Mean- 
ing of their Infcriptions, than from the Figure of the Characters which 
compole them. The fame may be faid, in a great meafure, of the 
old Greek, Punic, Roman, Britijh, and other Coins.

The Chaldee Character has indeed varied in Tradt of Time, accor­
ding to the different Fancies and Humours of Men. The even plain 
Letter, I think, is the moft ancient. This they altered into a more 
neat way of making it, as your Grace finds in R. Stephens's Hebrew 
Bibles. There is a third Falhion, of waving the perpendicular Strokes

as your Grace rememtiers in fome of the Hebrew Coins ex­
hibited in the Prolegomena to the Polyglot Bibles. Then fourthly, there 
is a large fat Letter in the MS. Rituals and Liturgies, befides the Rab­
binical Letters of Italy and Germany, with their Offspring ; the Litera 
Coronate, and perhaps others that I never faw ; ('Not to mention 
here the JewiJb Cuilom of writing the Vulgar Language of the Coun­
try, wherein they live, with Hebrew Letters). It feems a hard matter,
my Lord, to trace the Original and Progrefs of all thele W^ays of W ri­

ting,
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the Age MSS. Authors £■.

C? MS. written in the Hebrew 
of the Letters of this

fears to he Jo old: And it feems much more diíEcult to aíTign the par­
ticular Province or Country wherein each Hebrew Book was written : As 
for Example, in Italy, France  ̂ Spain̂  Portugal, England, Holland  ̂
Germany, Poland  ̂ Barhary, Perfia 
‘Turkey, &c.

The fame almoft may be faid of the Greek Manufcripts, in which 
Language there has been a great Diverfity of Writing, according to 

le different Humours of the Scribes, the Fajhion then in ufe, or the Man  ̂
ner of that particular Province, in which fuch a Book was written. Nor 
is it eafy (tho’ one would be apt to take fuch Diffi 
Landmarks) to tell the Age of a Greek M S

t

Age of a Greek MS. without the Date; 
and 1 never yet faw fuch a Bate fo high as the Year 6400, according 
to the Greek Computation. And it is ñiil 
much harder, from any Remarks about the 
Character, Illumination, Ink, Parchment, Paper,

, &c. to find out what * Country, Pro­
vince, or IJland, fuch a Greek Book ihould be 
written in, or what Countryman the t  Scribe 
ihould be. Nay, and what does farther add 
to the Difficulty, is, that ’ tis known that the 
Shapes of the Majufcule Letters found in Greek 
MSS. have been retain’d for above 600 
Years together, with little Variation ; and

*  I f  a M an is b o m  in one Country, and 
writes a Book in another, keeping ftill 
to the Charaiier and Manner c f  IVriting  
ufed in his ow n C oun try, I  look upon it 
as the fame thing as i f  he wrote it at 
home. A n d  therefore I  look upon the 
Greek M S S .  w h ich  Angelus Borgecius wrote 
at Paris, as i f  they were written in Can- 

where he was born.ay
many others)

A n d  fo (amongft

alfo, MSS. written with Minufcules
and with Accents, are older than fome o- 
thers which want them. And alfo, that the

Copijl.
four different Hands commonly ufed by ’em, 
one being their own Common Hand, the o- 
thers an Imitation of old MSS
more beautiful, but troublefome in writing, 
than their ordinary running Hands: It be- 
ing cuftomary, as I have been told, when 
a Man wants a Copy of fuch a Book to be 
written, for the Copifte to aik in what Hand 
it muft be written, (for one Hand, it may 
be, is more coftly than another ;) and ac­
cording as they aeree, the Book is writ­
ten.

they agree.
And thus I have feen fome very new

to inilance in a Latin  M S , 
I  look upon a C o p y  o f  Pope Gregory^s Pa- 
iloral Care, now  remaining in the Bod­
leian Library) as a noble M oum ent o f  our 
Saxon A n ce fto rs : T h o ’ St. W illibald  wrote 
it, perhaps, at Mount CaJJinum in Italy^ 
and afterwards (as it  is probable) carried 
it  w ith him into Germany^ where it re* 
main’d at Wurtzburg^ till that C ity  was 
plunder’d by  the Swedes about 70 Years 
ago.

f  N o w  this may in fome meafure be done 
b y  Latin  M S S . becaufe there are greater 
Plenty o f  them. F or even I , by exailly  
obferving the Nature of the Charadlers, 
of thofe M S S .  whofe C ountry I was furc 
of, have afterwards been enabled to fay, 
that this Book looks as i f  it had been writ^ 
ten in France, Italy, Spain, Germany, the 
Netherlands, England, Ireland, and  ̂ i t  
may be, about fu ch  a Time.

Things written in the fame Hand with Books which are certainly 
400 Years old.

What Methods learned Men have taken, in order to inform them- 
felves of the different Ages of MSS. I know not *, but my own has been
this. I have been careful to set all the Dates I could, whereio
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